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immeasurable calamity of war itself when no British isso.
interest was concerned. Imperialism had been
vulgarised by Jingoism, and Cyprus excited only
ridicule where Egypt would have appealed to the
pride of a governing race. No tangible evidence
had been produced to show that the invasion of
Afghanistan was a necessary measure of defence
against Russia, or that the north-western frontier
of India was made more secure by the occupation
of Kandahar. The Government could not be
blamed for appealing to the country before the
Indian and South African questions had been
settled. Dissolution was inevitable,, and Ministers
were criticised less for hastening than for post-
poning it But for constitutional niceties of this
kind the country cared little, if at all. Lord
Beaconsfield and his colleagues, if the phrase be
not a mere synonym for Lord Beaconsfield, had to
face things as they were. They neither gained nor
lost by remaining in office as long as they decently
could. Trade, with all that depends upon trade,
was more favourable in 1880 than in 1879, and
unexampled prosperity had not saved Mr. Gladstone
from defeat in 1874. The General Election of 1880
was no mere swing of the pendulum. It was an
emphatic condemnation of Imperialism as under-
stood by Lord Beaconsfield, and a judgment for the
sober, righteous politics which are neither more
nor less than morality enlarged.